
3 May. Bistritz.Left Munich at 8:35 P.M., on 1st May, arriving at Vienna early next morning;

should have arrived at 6:46, but train was an hour late. BudaPesth seems a wonderful place,

from the glimpse which I got of it from the train and the little I could walk through the streets. I

feared to go very far from the station, as we had arrived late and would start as near the correct

time as possible.

In the population of Transylvania there are four distinct nationalities: Saxons in the South, and

mixed with them the Wallachs, who are the descendants of the Dacians; Magyars in the West, and

Szekelys in the East and North. I am going among the latter, who claim to be descended from At

tila and the Huns. This may be so, for when the Magyars conquered the country in the eleventh

century they found the Huns settled in it.
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The women looked pretty, except when you got near them, but they were very clumsy about the

waist. They had all full white sleeves of some kind or other, and most of them had big belts with a

lot of strips of something fluttering from them like the dresses in a ballet, but of course there

were petticoats under them.

The strangest figures we saw were the Slovaks, who were more barbarian than the rest, with their

big cowboy hats, great baggy dirtywhite trousers, white linen shirts, and enormous heavy leath

er belts, nearly a foot wide, all studded over with brass nails. They wore high boots, with their

trousers tucked into them, and had long black hair and heavy black moustaches. They are very

picturesque, but do not look prepossessing. On the stage they would be set down at once as some

old Oriental band of brigands. They are, however, I am told, very harmless and rather wanting in

natural selfassertion.
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